


l°nƒ_dn ̂ n≥

Ata-cn°≥ kmln-Xy-Im-c-\mb am¿°v ssSz\n-s‚- ‘The Adventures

of Huckleberry Finn’F∂ {]i-kvX -t\m-h-ens‚ hnh¿Ø-\-amWv Cu
]pkvXIw. 1884 ¬  BWv  Cu t\mh¬ {]kn≤oI-cn-°-s∏-´-Xv. 16-˛mw
\q‰m-≠n¬ \ne-\n-∂n-cp∂ h¿Æ-hn-th-N-\-sØbpw ASn-a-°®-h-S-sØ-
bp-amWv Cu ]pkvXIw Nq≠n-Im-Wn-°p-∂-Xv. {]kn-≤-am-sW-¶nepw hfsc
b[nIw hnhmZßƒ Cu t\mh¬ krjvSn-®p.

an nkn∏n \Zn-bp-sS -I-c-bnse P\-Po-hn-X-Øn-s‚bpw {]Ir-Xn-
bp-tSbpw ]›m-Ø-e-Øn¬ BWv Cu IY apt∂m´p t]mIp-∂-Xv. Xs∂
Zpcq-]-tbm-Kw sNøp∂ ]nXm-hn¬ \n∂pw Hcp ]pXnb PohnXw tXSn
t]mIp∂ l°nƒ_dn ^n≥ F∂ B¨Ip´n-bpsS ck-I-c-amb kml-
knIbm{X-bmWv CXn¬ ]d-bp-∂-Xv. Ah‚ IqsS Xs‚ ASna Pohn-X-
Øn¬ \n∂v c£-s∏-t´m-Snb  Pnw F∂ Idp-Ø-h¿§-°m-c\pw tNcp-∂p.
IY-bn-ep-S-\ofw ]e IYm-]m-{X-ßfpw h∂p-t]m-Ip-∂p-s≠-¶nepw
^n∂n‚bpw PnΩn-‚bpw kulrZw hfsc ck-I-c-am-Wv.  \ne-\n¬∏n-\p-
th≠n Ah¿ c≠p-t]cpw \S-Øp-∂- km-l-k-ßƒ hfsc ck-I-c-am-Wv.
IY-bpsS Ah-km\w Xßƒ B{K-ln-®-Xp-t]mse kzX-{¥-amb PohnXw
Ah¿°v c≠p-t]¿°pw e`n-°p-∂p.

Hcp kml-koI IY-bpsS LS\
ap≥\n¿Øn ASna k{º-Zm-b-Øn
s‚ Ccp≠ \mfp-Isf Cu t\mh¬
hmb-\-°m-c\p ImWn®pXcp-∂p.
kml-knI-Xbpw ASn-a-k-{º-Zm-
bhpw F√mw Dƒs∏-SpØn Bt£-
]-lm-ky-Øns‚ AI-º-Sn-tbmsS
am¿°v ssSz≥ Fgp-Xnb F‰hpw
i‡-ab t\mh-ep-I-fn¬ H∂mWv
Cu ]pkvX-I-sa∂v F\n°v hy‡n-
]cam-bn -tXm-∂p-∂p.

{]Xojv tdmbn
_n.-thm-Iv. tkm^v‰vshb¿
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˛ {_Z¿ enb-t\mƒ sk_m-Ãy≥

tdj≥

tdj≥ IS-bpsS \o≠ Iyqhn¬ ho¿∏p-ap´n  hnb¿tØm-en®v

\n¬∏v XpS-ßo´v t\cw Ipsd-bm-bn.

“izmkw Xocm-dm-bn,- sN-dp-Xm-bn´v Xe-I-d-ßp-∂p, izmkw ap´p-

∂p.”

Fhn-sS-tbm..........-F-hn-sStbm ac-ßƒ apdn-°p∂ i_vZw apgßn

tIƒ°p-∂p.

“C∂sØ tdj≥ Xocm-dmbn” tdj≥ hnX-cWw sNøp∂

tN´≥ hnfn®p ]d-™p.

“c≠p-t]¿°v IqSn-bp-f-f-Xp≠v”

“lmhq, Biz-k-ambn Rm\pw AXn¬ s]Spw”

Fs‚ Dugw FØn.

“Ip∏n FhnsS”Abmƒ tNmZn-®p.

“ad∂p ]ns∂bpw ad-∂p.”

]d™p Xocpw apºv izmkw In´msX Ah≥ Ipg™p hoWp
acn-®p.

ho≠pw -F-hn-sStbm ac-ßƒ apdn -°p∂ i_vZw apgßn
tIƒ°p∂p.

Iyqhn¬ Ah\p ]pdsI \n∂n-cp-∂-h¿ Hmtcm-cp-Ø-cmbn Ipg™p
hoWp acn-®p. tdj≥ hnX-cWw sNøp-∂- tN-´\p am{Xw Bh-iy-Øn\v
HmIvkn-P\pw, IqSmsX thsd Hcp A[nIw Ip∏n HmIvkn-P\pw D-≠m-bn-
cp-∂p.  Abmƒ am{Xw acn-®n-√.

F∂m¬ ]ns∂bpw Fhn-sStbm acw  apdn-°p∂ i_vZw apgßn
tIƒ°p∂p.

HmIvkn-P≥ Ip∏n Imen-bm-b-t∏mƒ Abmfpw acn-®p.

]n∂oSv Hcn-°epw acw apdn-°p∂ i_vZw tI´n-√.............
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\njvI-f-¶X tXmcmsX s]bvX-cm-hn¬
\njvI-cWw \S∂ \njvTqc IrXyw.
s\¬aWn  t]mepff ]n©p Km{XsØ
]n®n No¥p∂ Ima Im´m-f-∑m¿.

Ft¥ au\w `Pn-°p∂p \o
\oXn-bn≥  tZhtX ]d-™p-sImƒI.
\n≥ aSn-bn¬ InSØn Incm-X-∑m¿
\ns∂ Xs∂ ]¶n-e-am-°p-∂p.

\Kv\bm°n {]Z-£Ww hbv°p-∂p.
\K-c-amsI \SØn tLmjn-°p-∂p.
sX√pw a\-°Sn IqSm-X-h¿
c≠p-amkw AXv ]qgvØn sh®oSp∂p.

`mc-Xmw-t_- sNm-cn-bp-I \n≥ IÆo¿
AKv\n-t]meo Im]m-en-I-∑m-cn¬.
\oXn kzbw Db¿sØ-gp-t∂¬°s´
kzbw hn[n \n¿Æ-bn-°-s´.

{_Z¿ BjnIv a¿jmƒ
_n.F Cw•ojv

\n-jvI-cpWw
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Pride and Prejudice is one of

Jane Austen’s timeless master-

pieces.  It captivates readers with its

witty social commentary and

unforgettable characters.  It is a

novel that was published in 1813

and has stood the test of time.

Set in early 19th century, the

story revolves around the Bennet

family and their five daughters.  The

novel primarily focuses on the life

of Elizabeth Bennet, a spirited and

intelligent young woman who finds

herself entangled in a web of love,

societal expectations and personal growth.

Austen’s writing style is elegant and perfectly suited to

potray the manners and customs of the era.  Her keen observations

on society’s obsession of wealth and marriage make the novel

more than just a romantic tale.

What sets Pride and Prejudice apart from other novels of

its time is Austen’s ability to infuse her work with timeless themes.

The exploration of love, marriage, societal expectations and

personal growth remains relevant even in today’s society.

In conclusion, Pride and Prejudice is a classic novel that

continues to enchant readers with its wit and it will remain an

ëssential read of anyone desiring a captivating tale of self –

discovery and love.

Anuja Lal

II BA English

Pride and Prejudice -  A Timeless Masterpiece
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NEWLY GARBED LIBRARIES

Dr. Patricia Robin

Librarian

The word ‘Silence’ is mandatory with the library. There is nothing

surprising or questionable about it, because a library is a haven of

peace and abode of sanctity. People walk in with the intention of

spending a few hours concentrating on their beloved books. Students

preparing for their exams find this a place most congenial for them.

Another remarkable thing is that there are people who walk into the

library, take up a book, start reading it and then is just carried away by

their thoughts. Perhaps this might give a feel that the purpose of the

library is not served. But remember, that particular person gains, peace

of mind. After all, even when the benefits of reading does not take

place, he undoubtedly finds peace of mind in the library.

But imposing ‘silence’ causes irritation to a lot of people. In

the first place they are not self-trained to demarcate the areas, where

they are allowed to talk and where they should not. They just get worked

up, at the thought that one of the fundamental  rights have been

abducted from them. A few others, even though are aware of what is

expected of them, is carried away by a coffee shop feeling, when seated

around the table.

Numerous reasons like the above play a role in alienating the

visitors to the library. All over the world several innovative ideas are

coming up to attract the readers to the library. One such compromise

is the ‘Talking  Area’ in the library. Amidst reading when people feel

suffocated, cramped  and restless  due to the silence which they are

forced to observe, they walk into this  area. The very feel that one is

free to talk, walk and relax, is a great relief.

(Maybe the word ‘talking area’ is a slight exaggeration. It could be an

area allocated in the library to use mobile phones – because in today’s
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ambience mobile phones are inevitable  than oxygen supply, or the

space one could use to discuss with his friend on what he had been

reading, and above all to relieve himself from the shackles of strict

silence). In several libraries, one particular floor or a zone of the library

is meant as ‘Group Study Space’ where discussion in low volume is

permissible.

As long as these talking areas do not disturb the readers in the

library and prove to attract more visitors to the library, it is always

welcome. Libraries keep going depending on the number of visitors, it

has been able to maintain or enhance. If the ‘talking area’ is an added

attribute to the sustenance of the library, then why not promote it.

People doze off while reading. It is quite natural. But when it

happens in a library, one becomes a butt of ridicule. On such an

occasion, the normal reaction is to walk out of the library. The purpose

of being in the library is defeated. A nap of 10-20 minutes would have

supplied a renewed energy to the person. He could have continued

reading for long hours after that. Just because he dozed off, he had to

stop reading and leave.

What if he was allowed to sleep for a few minutes in the library?

This thought gave rise to ‘sleeping pods’ or ‘snooze rooms‘ in the

library. Especially in libraries where students come to learn for long

hours, this facility is highly appreciated.

Studies have proved that it is not long hours of sleep that is

necessary, but sleeping at those crucial moments when the body is

tempted to do so. It is called ‘Power Nap’. This facility upholds the

health factor of the reader community too.

Another interesting sight with the libraries is that it is slowly

acquiring the on looks of a coffee shop. Reading for long hours creates

satiety. At home or in a library it is the same. If at home, one moves

around for some time, fixes a coffee, and enjoys it over the book. If the

same kind of urge occurs in the library, the only option is to wind up

reading and walk away in search of a canteen, or a coffee vending
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machine. When one remains in the library for long hours especially

during exam time, hunger too creeps in. The cost paid for all this is the

curtain fall of intense reading. So these days it is a familiar sight of

libraries having coffee vending machines along with counters displaying

snack items.

There was a time when library professionals and those

associated with the library strongly thought that no kind of eatables

were allowed into the library. The thought was thoroughly logical. Any

kind of eating stuff could attract rats, ants, flies and any other kind of

insects into the library. They undoubtedly cause damage to the books

and the loss may be beyond compensation.

‘To run with the times’ is the motto of the modern world. What

was thought of as taboo a few days ago, is of great welcome today.

Rather than of an external urge, these new attributes are inevitable.

Perhaps it can be titled as a ‘Marketing Tantra’. There has been a big

hue and cry, that the reading habit in people are diminishing and the

libraries all over the world is taking its last breath. To an extent the

situation is apprehensible. Hence all  possible innovative steps are

introduced, not only to avoid the alienation of the readers from the

library, but also to attract them, to the maximum. The main thought

goes in the direction that no kind of need, urge or restriction would

drive the reader to quit the library.

Modern technology, equipment and accessibility are challenging

the existence of the libraries. There was a time when people were

puzzled while searching for information – if not in the library, then

where? But today there are several other alternatives. Hence a simple

‘no’ would define the destiny of a library.

So…   Innovations and adaptations adopted, out of helplessness.

The old libraries attired in new garb. The necessity of the day – to

cater to the improved needs of the reader community.

Gorgeous…. and Kudos to the  wonderful changes in the libraries.
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If the ‘Marketing Tantra’ is in this direction, don’t be dumb-

struck, very soon we may have a pharmacy associated with the library,

maybe a 24/7 doctor’s service too may be availed. Let’s make sure that

the reader madoes not walk away just because he has got a

temperature, a headache or a cough.

Maybe, we will have to think more, in this direction…..

**********************
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